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POPULATION 
 

Year 

Population of St. 

John’s 

winter/summer 

Population of 

NL 

Private 

Houses 

Public 

Houses 

(Taverns) 

1677 256/1400    

1700  4000   

1723  3000  50 

1726   420 

families 

46 in St. 

John’s 

1735   42 16 

1738   82  

1740s 440    

1742 650/2748    

1743    10 

1750s 786    

1751   158  

1760 808 5000   

1764   226  

     

1765-66 1100 Sir Joseph 

Banks broke it 

down into 750 

men and 350 

women & 

children. He also 

noted that the 

summer 

population Was 

nearly half the 

population of 

Tennessee. 

 200-300  
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Year 

Population of St. 

John’s 

winter/summer 

Population of 

NL 

Private 

Houses 

Public 

Houses 

(Taverns) 

1770s 1103   80 reduced 

to 40 in 

1775. 

     

1775 1500   80 

1780s 1446    

1783-89  16,000   

1784    108 

1785    40 

1787  18,162 2225 57 

1788  18,209 2292 34 

1789  19,106 2272 52 

1790  16835 2305 44 

1790s 2278  Avg. 2232  

1796 3742    

1798 3132   33 

1800s 4519 19,034 - 

25,157 

Avg. 3354  

1801 3420 

1139 Protestant 

2281 R. C. 

  36 

1804-5 4608 about 25,000  36 

1806 ~6000    

1807  20,000  33 

1810s 7775 25,985 - 

40,937 

avg. 4660  
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Year 

Population of St. 

John’s 

winter/summer 

Population of 

NL 

Private 

Houses 

Public 

Houses 

(Taverns) 

1811    36 

1812    51 

1815 10,018    

1820s 10914 42,535 - 

59,035 

4874 in 

1820 

 

1822     

1823 13287    

1825 13349 this 

included 340 of 

the King’s 

troops. 

   

1826 13349    

1830s  60,088 - 

74,993 

  

1836 18296    

1841 18929    

1845  96,296   

1846 20,000    

1857 30476 

(St. John’s East 

and West) 

124,228   

1869 28,850 

(St. John’s East 

and West) 

146,536   

1874  161,374   

1884 38145 197,835   

1877    84 
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Year 

Population of St. 

John’s 

winter/summer 

Population of 

NL 

Private 

Houses 

Public 

Houses 

(Taverns) 

1891 38,145 202,040   

1901 39,995 220,249 

(220,984 in 

1906) 

  

1905 39995 220,984   

1907 20,000    

1911 45,685 242,619   

 

1921 52,078 263,033   

1926 40,059    

 

  Depending on which sources you look at, these numbers may vary slightly. 

 

Source: Figures were compiled from a variety of sources including: 

1. The British Fishery at Newfoundland, Lounsbury pg. 254 

2. Sir Joseph Banks in “The Oldest City”, O’Neill, pg. 21-22 

3. “The Dissenting church of Christ at St. John’s 1775-1975: A history of St. David’s 

Presbyterian Church.” 

4. J.W. Withers “St. John’s a century ago.” 

5. Hancock, W. Gordon, “So longe as there comes noe women” 

6. Shannon Ryan, A History of Newfoundland in the North Atlantic to 1818 (St. John’s: Flanker, 

2012) 

7. The Stateman’s Yearbook, 1929 

 


